December 2, 2016

Mr. Speaker, after winning the champion-
ship last year, the Edina Girls’ Cross Country
team didn’t let up and came back to win it
again. Congratulations to the runners, coach-
es, and parents on an excellent season. Our
community is proud. Go Hornets.

————

ROBERT ROBBINS NAMED HOUS-
TON’S INTERNATONAL CITIZEN
OF THE YEAR
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for
being named Houston’s 2016 International Cit-
izen of the Year.

The World Affairs Council of Greater Hous-
ton awarded Robert the International Citizen of
the Year award for his partnership with the
Texas Medical Center (TMC) and his vision
and energetic efforts to engage with biotech
leaders, investors and other stakeholders from
around the world. Robert is an internationally
recognized cardiac surgeon and joined the
TMC as president and CEO in 2012. His ex-
pertise is in the surgical treatment of conges-
tive heart failure and cardiothoracic transplan-
tation and his research expands from cardiac
transplant allograft to bioengineering blood
vessels and automated vascular anastomotic
devices.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to Robert C. Robbins, M.D. for being recog-
nized as Houston’s 2016 International Citizen
of the Year. We benefit from his medical skills
and commitment to quality care. We look for-
ward to his future accomplishments.
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Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, this morning, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor released its November jobs re-
port detailing the state of the U.S. workforce
and employment throughout our nation. Ac-
cording to the report, the unemployment rate
declined to its lowest point since August 2007,
falling from 4.9 percent to 4.6 percent unem-
ployment last month. U.S. employers also
added 178,000 jobs to the economy—pointing
to strength and stability throughout the coun-
try.

Our growing economy and burgeoning work-
force is a testament to President Obama’s
policies and efforts to put Americans back to
work by reversing years of damage caused by
President Bush and the regressive policies of
the right. President Obama has helped to
steer us to the lowest period of unemployment
in nine years, despite having to face the most
serious economic downturn since the Great
Depression and the most divided Congress
this nation has seen in recent years. Busi-
nesses have been able to add 15.6 million
jobs since early 2010 and this growth can en-
dure as long as we continue to enact policies
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and embrace a culture that favors everyday
men and women, and not just a select few.

As we inch closer to President-elect
Trump’s administration and a Congress domi-
nated by Republicans in the House and Sen-
ate, | will continue to encourage the new Ad-
ministration and my colleagues in Congress to
stay on our current path of creating jobs and
decreasing unemployment for all Americans. If
we reverse course by handing out billions of
dollars in tax breaks to only the largest cor-
porations and the wealthiest Americans, gut-
ting public programs and social safety nets, or
slashing spending on research and develop-
ment, then our economic growth will surely
stall.

Mr. Speaker, our nation is at an important
crossroad. The transition to this new adminis-
tration and Republican-controlled Congress
poses new opportunities and even greater
challenges. Will we choose to continue on the
path to prosperity? Or will President-elect
Trump and the Republican majority work to re-
verse all of the progress that we have
achieved for everyday Americans by instead
favoring the super wealthy and the biggest
corporations? Only time will tell, although it is
imperative that we look to these gains
throughout our economy over these eight
years and work to continue that trend. Any-
thing less would be an insult to the American
people and a devastating step in the wrong di-
rection after coming so far.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, those special indi-
viduals who dedicate their lives to improving
the community have the power to transform
lives for the better. In Yonkers, no one has
had a more transformative effect than my
friend, Ann Muro, an amazing public servant
who has dedicated her life to helping others.
Ann grew up in the Colonial Heights section of
Yonkers and attended Annunciation School
and Maria Regina High School. She then went
on to Mercy College, where she received her
degree in Behavioral Psychology. Always
wanting to help people, Ann became a Social
Worker for the County of Westchester and
served on the steering committee for the im-
plementation of the Medicaid Program into
Westchester County. She also served as a
Community Affairs Specialist for the West-
chester County Human Rights Commission
and as an Employment Specialist for the Yon-
kers Employment Center. In addition to her
professional work helping others, Ann has also
been extremely active in the community during
her personal time. She serves as President of
the Exchange Club of Yonkers; Board Member
of PAL; President of the Crestwood Tenants
Association; former Board Member of the Yon-
kers Chamber of Commerce; former Board
Member of the American Cancer Society, and
this is just a small fraction of her involvement.
A published writer, Ann is also in the process
of writing two books and is also an accom-
plished poet.

This year, the Yonkers Exchange Club is
honoring Ann for all of her incredible work and
contributions in the community. | want to con-
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gratulate her on this wonderful honor and
thank her on behalf of the 16th Congressional
District.

——————
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Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to success-
ful business owner Robert D. Escalante. Mr.
Escalante is the owner of Custom Auto Serv-
ice in my district. For decades the Packard
Motor Car marketed some of America’s most
prestigious cars. Custom Auto Service special-
izes in rebuilding and selling Packard Auto-
mobiles. This year, Custom Auto Service and
the Packard Automobile are celebrating their
Golden Anniversary in Santa Ana, California;
50 years of dedication to the “American
Dream” car—the PACKARD. Custom Auto
Service also recently entered into a public-pri-
vate partnership with other businesses to help
establish a four-block development zone na-
tionally known as Fiesta Marketplace. Its pur-
pose is to help nurture the surrounding com-
munity in Santa Ana.

We give thanks to businesses like Custom
Auto Service for doing their part to lift up our
district. This small business is a reflection of
what’s in the heart of America and | thank Mr.
Robert Escalante for his tremendous dedica-
tion.

———

PEARLAND 6U AMERICAN FORCE
BASEBALL TEAM WINS WORLD
TITLE
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Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 6U American Force baseball
team from Pearland, TX for winning the United
States Specialty Sports Association Baseball
World Series title in Dallas.

After going 3-0 in the pool play, the team
was a Number 2 seed going into the first
round of the tournament. From there American
Force went undefeated in the tournament
earning the championship title. The American
Force coaches are Ruben Ramirez, James
Turrubiartes, Tino Arredondo, Junior Vasques,
Bryan White, and Cliff Santellana. Most Valu-
able Player (MVP) of the championship game
was Alex Vasques and Offensive MVP was
given to Thomas Turrubiartes.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the 6U American Force team for their ac-
complishments. We wish them success in fu-
ture baseball seasons and look forward to
rooting for them next year. Pearland, Texas is
proud of them.
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